
 
“King Cotton” in 1860: The “Cottonocracy” 

Slave 
Owners 
(25%) 

•Less than 1% of white population (1,733 families) 
owned 100+ slaves - - controlled politics/society.    
• Number of slaves = status 
•Wives enjoyed “members of the household” status. 

• Produced over ½ of world’s cotton supply 
• Led to a lack of economic diversity 
• Repelled immigration  

– only 4.4% of pop. Foreign born 

“Mountain Whites” 
Independent Appalachian farmers – 
hated the cotton “snobbery”  - many 
remained loyal to the union in Civil War 

Common Farmers 
(Did not own slaves and therefore 
had very little political power but 
were the main supporters of the 

“cottonocracy” because they 
aspired to be like them.) 

Tradesmen and “other” professionals 

Consolidation/monopolization of slavery 
 • 1808 – slave importation banned – cost rose 
to over $1200 per slave 
 • Annual increase in yields  
•  Competition drove out small cotton growers 

Plantation Life 
• Worsened with time 
• Slaves became more 
valuable 
• Breeding – “sold 
down the river.” 
•Floggings 
 
Yet: 
• Many had stable, 2-
parent families 
• Many were treated 
kindly 
• 2nd Great Awakening 
brought Christianity to 
the slave culture 

“Poor White Trash” & “Hillbillies”  
(poor, malnourished, often sick. “Lazy.”) 

“Third Race” 250,000 freed blacks (mainly mulattos) 

Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, 
South Carolina, & Louisiana had 
majority or near majority slave 
populations. 

Northern Views/Developments 
• Cotton middlemen making more profits than southern 
growers. 
• Had gradually abolished slavery 
• Criticized by south as having “wage slaves” 
• “Gag Resolution” 
Abolition Movement 
• Began with early Quakers 
• Grew out of Second Great Awakening and social reform 
movements 
• Small but vocal movement 
• Antagonized southerners and contributed to a polarized 
nation. 
• Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) –Harriet Beecher Stowe 
(“fictional” yet controversial and insightful) 

Abolition (continued) 
• Theodore Weld 
• William Lloyd Garrison “The Liberator” 
• Elijah Lovejoy 
• Sojourner Truth 
• Frederick Douglass 
• Harriet Tubman – Underground Railroad 
 
Slave Rebellions 
• An ever-increasing number of rebellions resulted in 
harsher treatment of slaves 
• Significant rebellions: 

- Denmark Vessey 1820 
- Nat Turner 1831 (killed 60 “whites” before 
being subdued and killed) 

4 million 
slaves in 
1860 

Cotton Exports 
1820 -  $20 million 
1860  - $190 million 


