Social Studies Curriculum Based Assessment (CBA)

Constitutional (Rights) Issues
Citizens in a democracy have the right and responsibility to make informed decisions. You will make an informed decision on a public issue after researching and discussing different perspectives on a chosen issue.
DUE DATE: Monday, January 28
Directions to students: 
A. Choose an issue and state a position on the issue that considers the interaction between individual rights and the common good AND includes an analysis of how to advocate for your position. 

B. Provide reason(s) for your position that include: 

· An analysis of how the Constitution promotes one specific ideal or principle logically connected to your position on the issue. 
~ Examples include (but are not limited to): freedom of speech, religion, press, assembly, the right to privacy, unenumerated rights, the elastic clause, free enterprise, cruel and unusual punishment, due process, equal rights, etc. 
· An evaluation of how well the Constitution was upheld by a court case OR a government policy related to your position on the issue. 

· A fair interpretation of a position on the issue that contrasts with your own. 

C. Make explicit references to three or more (four if you want a “4” in this category) credible sources that provide relevant information AND cite sources in the annotated bibliography. (Guidelines on back page)
Helpful resources:  (just to get you started!)

• OYEZ (Supreme Court media): http://www.oyez.org/
• Findlaw.com (find laws and court cases on just about any issue)

• easybib.com or noodlebib.com (helpful when citing sources in MLA or APA)

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

An annotation is a brief descriptive note following each source, describing the content of the source and whether it was useful to you in completing your project.

Format:

Students will use either Modern Language Association (MLA) or American Psychological Association (APA) standard citation format. The choice of MLA or APA will depend on your project topic.
Requirements:

A minimum of three (3) sources of information must be cited (no maximum).

A variety of information types must be cited. Sources must come from at least two (2) different types. 

The annotation following each citation should be a brief paragraph (50-100 words) that includes the following information:

• A summary of the source information or what the source is.
• An analysis of the credibility of the source.
• An explanation of whether you found the information helpful to you in the completion of the project and, if so, in what ways. (you should NOT cite sources that are not helpful for this paper)

• Any other information about the source you feel is relevant.
Possible topics: (here is a short list of just some possible issues) 
Zero Tolerance 



Voting age
Curfews 

Metal detectors in schools 
Airport body scanners
Dress Codes 

Teen driving laws

School Choice/Vouchers

Flag Burning 

Pledge of Allegiance Laws 

Prayer in Schools 
Westboro Baptist Church
Adoptions by gays




Same-Sex Marriages 

Gays in the military



Women in Combat/Military


Equal rights for women 

Breastfeeding in Public 

Sexual Harassment Laws


Title IX

Abortion


Public Disclosure (AIDS, etc.)



FDA Drug Approval


Universal Health Care

Assisted Suicide Obscenity laws

Drug Testing





English - official language

No services for illegals
Internet censorship
North Carolina LGBT law
Entertainment censorship

Cameras in the courtroom

Affirmative Action


Hate Crime Laws



Flat Tax

Sin Taxes 




Environmental Controls


Offshore or Wilderness Drilling



Hunting






Gun Control (ex. Brady Bill)
Eminent Domain

Smoking in public





Gambling
Immunizations

Bigamy (religious freedom?)


Native American rights 

Stem Cell Research

Cloning






Welfare reform
Social Security reform
Capital Punishment/Death Penalty


Drug Legalization


Needle Exchange programs

The War on Drugs

Patriot Act
Guantanamo Bay 

Regulation of “fake news”

Many more . . . .

GRADING (See rubric)*
Conversion Chart

20 = 50 (A)

19 = 49 (A)

18 = 47 (A)

17 = 46 (A-)

16 = 44 (B+)

15 = 43 (B)

14 = 41 (B-)

13 = 40 (B-)

12 = 38 (C)

11 = 37 (C)

10 = 35 (C-)

9 = 34 (D+)

8 = 32 (D)

7 = 31 (D)

6 = 30 (D)

5 or below = 25 (F)

* If you get a “not passing” (2) in ANY category, you MUST correct and resubmit your paper until ALL levels are “passing” (3 or better) before your grade will entered into the gradebook. This will NOT raise your grade, but will allow your initial score to count.

