
Study Guide Ch. 25           AP US HISTORY 
America Moves to the City 1865-1900          
 
Theme: In the late nineteenth century, American society was increasingly dominated by large urban centers. 
Explosive urban growth was accompanied by often-disturbing changes, including the New Immigration, crowded 
slums, new religious outlooks, and conflicts over culture and values. While many Americans were disturbed by the 
new urban problems, cities also offered opportunities to women and expanded cultural horizons. 
 
Theme: African Americans suffered the most as the south lagged behind other regions of the country with regard to 
educational improvements and opportunities. Two schools of thought emerged as to the best way to handle this 
problem. Booker T. Washington advocated that blacks should gain knowledge of useful trades. With this would 
come self-respect and economic security—Washington avoided the issue of social equality. W.E.B. Du Bois 
demanded complete equality for blacks, both social as well as economic.  
 
Summary:  

The United States moved form the country to the city in the post- Civil War decades. Mushrooming urban 
development was exciting but also created severe social problems, including overcrowding and slums.  
 After the 1880s the cities were flooded with the New Immigrants from southern and eastern Europe. With 
their strange customs and non- Protestant religions, the newcomers sometimes met with nativist hostility and 
discrimination. 
 Religion had to adjust to social and cultural changes. Roman Catholicism and Judaism gained strength, 
while conflicts over evolution and biblical interpretation divided Protestant churches.  
 American education expanded rapidly, especially at the secondary and graduate levels. Blacks and 
immigrants tried, with limited success, to use education as a path to upward mobility. 
 Significant conflicts over moral values, especially relating to sexuality and the role of women, began to 
appear. The new urban environment provided expanded opportunities for women but also created difficulties for the 
family. Families grew more isolated from society; the divorce rate rose, and average family size shrank 
 American literature and art reflected a new realism, while popular amusement became a big business. 
 
Key Terms: 
Dumbbell Tenement 
megalopolis 
New Immigration 
Washington Gladden 
social gospel 
Jane Addams  
settlement houses 
Florence Kelley 
American Protective Association 
Mary Baker Eddy 
Charles Darwin 
Modernists 
Chautauqua movement 
Booker T. Washington 
George Washington Carver 
W. E. B. Dubois 

Morrill Act 
William James 
Pragmatism 
Joseph Pulitzer 
yellow journalism 
William Randolph Hurst 
Henry George 
Edward Bellamy 
Horatio Alger 
Mark Twain 
Comstock Law 
Charlotte Perkins Gilman 
Carrie Chapman Catt 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
Eighteenth Amendment 

 
Key Questions: 
1. Describe the new industrial city and its impact on American society.   
2. Discuss the efforts of social reformers and churches to aid the New Immigrants and alleviate urban problems. 
3. Explain the changes in American education and describe the literary and cultural life of the period, including 
the widespread trend towards “realism”. 
4. Explain the growing national debates about morality in the late nineteenth century, particularly in relation to the 
changing roles of women and the family. 
5. Identify achievements and changes in American art and entertainment during the Gilded age. 
 



Identification Supply the correct identification for each numbered description. 
____________1. High-rise urban buildings that provided barracks like housing for urban slum dwellers 
 
____________2. Term for the post-1880 newcomers who came to America primarily from southern and Eastern 

Europe 
____________3. Immigrants who came to America to earn money for a time and then returned to their native land 
 
____________4. The religious doctrines preached by those who believed the churches should directly address 

economic and social problems 
____________5. Settlement house in Chicago slums that became a model for women’s involvement in urban social 

reform 
____________6. Profession established by Jane Addams and others that opened new opportunities for women in 

the modern city 
____________7. Nativist’s organization that attacked “New Immigrants” and Roman Catholics in the 1880s & 90s 
 
____________8. The church that became the largest American religious group, mainly as a result of the “New 

Immigration” 
____________9. Black educational institution founded by Booker T. Washington to provide training in agriculture 

and crafts 
____________10. Organization founded by W.E.B. DuBois and others to advance black social and economic 

equality 
____________11. Henry George’s best-selling book that advocated social reform through the imposition of a 

“single tax” on land 
____________12. Federal law promoted by a self-appointed morality crusader that was used to prosecute moral and 

sexual dissidents 
____________13. Charlotte Perkins Gilman's book urging women to enter the work force and advocating 

cooperative kitchens and child-care centers 
____________14. Organization formed by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and others to promote the vote for women 
 
____________15. Women’s organization founded by reformer Frances Willard and others to oppose alcohol 

consumption 
 
Matching Cause and Effect 
Match the historical cause in the left column with he proper effect in the right column by writing the correct letter on the blank. 
Cause 
___1. New Industrial jobs and urban 
excitement 
___2. Uncontrolled rapid growth and the 
“New Immigration” from Europe 
___3. Cheap American grain exports to 
Europe 
___4. The cultural strangeness and poverty of 
southern and Eastern European immigrants 
___5. Social gospels ministers and settlement 
house workers 
___6. Darwinism science and growing urban 
materialism 
___7. Government land grants and private 
philanthropy 
___8. Popular newspapers and “yellow 
journalism” 
___9. Changes in moral and sexual attitudes 
___10. The difficulties of family life in the 
industrial city 
 
 

Effect 
A. Encouraged the mass urban public’s taste for scandal and 
sensation 
B. Created intense poverty and other problems in the 
crowded urban slums 
C. Weakened the religious influence in American society and 
created divisions within the churches 
D. Led women and men to delay marriage and have fewer 
children 
E. Helped uproot European peasants from their ancestral 
lands and sent them seeking new opportunities in America 
and elsewhere 
F. Supported the substantial improvements in American 
undergraduate and graduate education in the late nineteenth 
century 
G. Lured of mural Americans off the farms and into the cities 
H. Assisted immigrants and other slum dwellers and pricked 
middle-class consciences about urban problems 
I. Provoked sharp hostility from some native-born Americans 
and organized labor groups 
J. Created sharp divisions about the “new morality” and 
issues such as divorce 



Matching People, Places and Events 
Match the person, place or event in the left column with the proper description in the right column by inserting the 
correct letter on the blank line. 
 
____1. Louis Sullivan 
 
____2. Walter Rauschenbusch 
 
____3. Jane Addams 
 
____4. Dwight L. Moody 
 
____5. Mary Baker Eddy 
 
____6. Booker T. Washington 
 
____7. W.E.B. Du Bois 
 
____8. William James 
 
____9. Henry George 
 
____10. Emily Dickinson 
 
____11. Mark Twain 
 
____12. Victoria Woodhull 
 
____13. Anthony Comstock 
 
____14. Charlotte Perkins Gilman 
 
____15. Mary Cassatt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A.  Controversial reformer whose book Progress and 
Poverty advocated solving problems of economic 
inequality by a tax on land 
B. Midwestern-born writer and lecturer who created a 
new style of American literature based on social 
realism and humor 
C. American painter whose sensitive portrayals made 
her one of the prominent new impressionists 
D. Author and founder of a popular new religion 
based on principles of spiritual healing 
E. Leading Protestant advocate of the “social gospel” 
who tried to make Christianity relevant to urban and 
industrial problems 
F. Former slave who promoted industrial education 
and economic opportunity for blacks but did not 
advocate black social equality   
G. Harvard scholar who made original contributions 
to modern psychology and philosophy 
H. Radical feminist propagandist who’s eloquent 
attacks on conventional social morality shocked 
many Americans in the 1870s 
I. Brilliant feminist writer who advocated cooperative 
cooking and child-care arrangements so that women 
could obtain greater economic independence and 
equality 
J. Leading social reformer who lived with t he poor 
in the slums and pioneered new forms of activism for 
women 
K. Vigorous nineteenth-century crusader for sexual 
“purity” who used federal law to enforce his moral 
views 
L. Harvard-educated scholar and advocate of full 
black social economic equality through the leadership 
of a “talented tenth” 
M. Chicago-based architect whose high-rise 
innovation allowed more people to crowd into limited 
urban space 
N. Popular evangelical preacher who brought the 
tradition of old-time revivalism to the industrial city 
O. Gifted but isolated New England poet, the bulk of 
whose works were not published until after her death 

 
Putting Things in Order 
Put the following events in correct order by numbering them from 1 to 5. 
____ Well-educated young Midwestern moves to Chicago slums and creates a vital center of social reform and 
activism 
____ Introduction of a new form of high-rise slum housing drastically increases the overcrowding of the urban poor 
____ Nativist organization is formed to limit the “New Immigration” and attack Roman Catholicism 
____ The formation of a new national organization signals growing strength for the women’s suffrage movement 
____ A western territory becomes the first U.S. government to grant full voting rights to women 
 



Answers 
Identification 
1. dumbbell tenement 
2. New Immigration 
3. birds of passage 
4. social gospel 
5. Hull House 
6. social work 
7. American Protective Association 
8. Roman Catholicism 
9. Tuskegee Institute 
10. National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
11. Progress and Poverty 
12. Comstock Law 
13. Women and Economics 
14. National American Women’s Suffrage Association 
15. Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
 
People, Places, Events 
1. M 
2. E 
3. J 
4. N 
5. D 
6. F 
7. L 
8. G 
9. A 
10. O 
11. B 
12. H 
13. K 
14. I 
15. C 
 
In Order 
4, 2, 3, 5, 1 
 
Cause and Effect 
1. G 
2. B 
3. E 
4. I 
5. H 
6. C 
7. F 
8. A 
9. J 
10. D 


