
AP US History Chapter 3 Study Guide: Settling the Northern Colonies, 1619-1700  
 
Theme: The Protestant Reformation, in its English Calvinist (Reformed) version, provided the impetus for 
the settlement of New England. The New England colonies developed a fairly homogeneous social order 
based on religion and semi-communal family and town settlements.  
 
Theme: The middle colonies developed with far greater political, ethnic, religious, and social diversity, and 
represented a more cosmopolitan middle ground between the tightly knit New England towns and the 
scattered, hierarchical plantation South.  
 
Summary: The New England colonies were founded by English Puritans. While most Puritans sought to 
“purify” the Church of England from within, and not to break away from it, a small group of Separatists - 
the Pilgrims - founded the first small, pious Plymouth Colony in New England. More important was the 
larger group of non-separating Puritans, led by John Winthrop, who founded the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony as part of the “great migration” of Puritans fleeing persecution in England in the 1630s.  
A strong sense of common purpose among the first settlers shaped the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Because 
of the close alignment of religion and politics in the colony, those who challenged religious orthodoxy, 
among them Anne Hutchinson and Roger Williams were considered guilty of sedition and driven out of 
Massachusetts. The banished Williams founded Rhode Island, by far the most religiously and politically 
tolerant of the colonies. Other New England settlements, all originating in Massachusetts Bay, were 
established in Connecticut, Maine, and New Hampshire. Although they shared a common way of life, the 
New England colonies developed with a substantial degree of independence.  
The middle colonies took shape quite differently. New York, founded as New Netherlands by the Dutch 
and later conquered by England, was economically and ethnically diverse, socially hierarchical, and 
politically quarrelsome. Pennsylvania, founded as a Quaker haven by William Penn, also attracted an 
economically ambitious and politically troublesome population of diverse ethnic groups. With their 
economic variety, ethnic diversity, and political factionalism, the middle colonies were the most typically 
“American” of England's thirteen Atlantic seaboard colonies.  
 
 
A. Thought Provokers:  IN YOUR OWN WORDS, provide a response to each of the following questions 
that includes references to and discussion of specific evidence from the reading.  Your answers may be 
typed or handwritten.  
 
1. How did the Puritan's distinctive religious outlook affect the development of all the New England 
colonies and to what extent was the dissent from Puritanism as important to this formation as Puritanism 
itself?  
 
2. What efforts were made to strengthen English control over the colonies in the seventeenth century, and 
why did they generally fail?  
 
3. What economic, social, and ethnic conditions typical of the early southern colonies (chapter 2) were 
generally absent in the New England and middle colonies? What characteristics did the middle colonies 
have that were not generally present in the South?  
 
 
Identification   
 
___________________1. Sixteenth-century religious movement begun by Martin Luther  
 
___________________2. English Calvinists who sought a thorough cleansing from within the Church of  
   England  
___________________3. Radical Calvinists who considered the Church of England so corrupt that they  
   broke with it to form their own independent churches  
___________________4. The shipboard agreement by the Pilgrim Fathers to establish a body politic and  
   submit to majority rule  



___________________5. Puritans' term for their belief that Massachusetts Bay had an agreement with God 
   to become a holy society  
___________________6. Charles I's political action of 1629 that led to persecution of the Puritans and the  
   formation of the Massachusetts Bay Company  
___________________7. The two major non-farming industries of Massachusetts Bay  
 
___________________8. Anne Hutchinson's heretical belief that the truly saved need not obey human or  
   divine law 
___________________9. Common fate of Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson after they were convicted 
   of heresy in Massachusetts Bay  
___________________10. Villages where new England Indians who converted to Christianity were  
   gathered  
___________________11. Successful military action by the colonies united in the New England   
   Confederation  
___________________12. English revolt that also led to the overthrow of the Dominion of New England  
   in America  
___________________13. River valley where vast estates created an aristocratic landholding elite in New  
   Netherland, and later New York  
___________________14. Required, sworn statements of loyalty or religious belief resisted by Quakers  
    
___________________15. Common activity in which the colonists engaged to avoid the restrictive,  
   unpopular Navigation Laws  
 
Matching People, Places, and Events 
  
____1. Martin Luther  
 
____2. John Calvin 
  
____3. Massasoit  
 
____4. Plymouth  
 
____5. Massachusetts Bay Colony  
 
____6. John Winthrop  
 
____7. Great Puritan Migration  
 
____8. General Court  
 
____9. Puritans  
 
____10. Quakers  
 
____11. Anne Hutchinson  
 
____12. Roger Williams  
 
____13. King Phillip  
 
____14. Peter Stuyvesant  
 
____15. William Penn  
 

A. Dominant religious group in Massachusetts 
Bay  
B. Founder of the most tolerant and democratic 
of the middle colonies  
C. Mass flight form the persecutions of 
Archbishop Laud and Charles I  
D. Small colony that eventually merged into 
Massachusetts Bay  
E. Religious dissenter convicted of heresy of 
antinomianism  
F. Indian leader who waged an unsuccessful war 
against New England  
G. German monk who began the Protestant 
Reformation  
H. Religious group persecuted in Massachusetts 
and New York but not in Pennsylvania  
I. Representative assembly of Massachusetts Bay  
J. Promoter of Massachusetts Bay as a holy “city 
upon a hill”  
K. Conqueror of New Sweden who later lost 
New Netherland to the English  
L. Reformer whose religious ideas inspired 
English Puritans, Scotch Presbyterians, French 
Huguenots, and Dutch Reformed  
M. Wampanoag chieftain who befriended 
English colonists  
N. Colony whose government sought to enforce 
God's law on believers and unbelievers alike  
O. Radical founder of the most tolerant New 
England colony  



Putting Things in Order  
___ New England Confederation achieves a notable military success.  
___ English separatists migrate from Holland to America.  
___ Swedish colony on Delaware River is conquered by Dutch neighbor.  
___ Manhattan Island is acquired by non-English settlers.  
___ Protestant Reformation begins in Europe and England.  
___ Quaker son of an English admiral obtains a royal charter for a colony.  
___ Puritans bring a thousand immigrants and a charter to America.  
___ England conquers a colony on the Hudson River.  
___ Convicted Massachusetts Bay heretic founds a colony as a haven for dissenters.  
___ James II is overthrown in England and Edmund Andros is overthrown in America.  
 
Cause and Effect  
 
____1. Charles I's persecution of Puritans  
 
____2. Puritans' belief that their government was 
based on a covenant with God  
 
____3. Puritan persecution of religious dissenters 
like Roger Williams  
 
____4. The Glorious Revolution  
 
____5. King Philip's War  
 
____6. The Dutch West India Company's search 
for quick profits  
 
____7. Dutch and English creation of vast 
Hudson Valley estates  
 
____8. The English government's persecution of 
Quakers  
 
____9. William Penn's liberal religious  
 
____10. The middle colonies' cultivation of 
broad, fertile river valleys  

 
 
A. Led to the overthrow of Andros' Dominion of 
New England  
B. Encouraged development of Pennsylvania, 
New York, and New Jersey as rich “bread 
colonies”  
C. Secured political control of New York for a 
few aristocratic families  
D. Spurred formation of the Massachusetts Bay 
Company  
E. Encouraged large-scale foreign immigration 
to Pennsylvania  
F. Led to restriction of political participation in 
colonial Massachusetts to “visible saints”  
G. Stipulated William Penn's founding of 
Pennsylvania  
H. Meant that New Netherland was run as an 
authoritarian fur trading venture  
I. Ended New England Indians' attempts to halt 
white expansion  
J. Led to the founding of Rhode Island 
 

Study Guide Answers 
Identification 

1. protestant reformation 
2. puritans 
3. pilgrims 
4. mayflower compact 
5. covenant with God 
6. dismissed Parliament and 

sanctioned anti-Puritan 
persecutions 

7. fish and shipbuilding 
8. antinomianism 
9. banishment 
10. praying towns 
11. King Philip's War 
12. Glorious Revolution 
13. Hudson River Valley 
14. test oaths 
15. smuggling 
 

Putting Things in Order 
8, 2, 6, 3, 1, 9, 4, 7, 5, 10 
 
Matching People, Places and 
Events 

1. L 
2. G 
3. M 
4. D 
5. N 
6. J 
7. C 
8. I 
9. A 
10. H 
11. E 
12. O 
13. F 
14. K 
15. B 

 
Cause and Effect: 

1. D 
2. F 
3. J 
4. A 
5. I 
6. H 
7. C 
8. G 
9. E 
10. B 



 


